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English 2006 -2007

First Thoughts

Please begin by selecting a statement / prompt to use for a First Thought writing.  Work with the statement for as long as you can before moving onto another.  This exercise is a prewriting technique that will help you to determine the content of your chapter.  Make sure to choose at least one from each theme.  

Future/Purposes/Actions Choices

· If I could I would…

· I am _______because…

· I took control of my life when…

· I lost control of my life when…

· The secret to my happiness is…

· My biggest obstacle right now is…

· I feel the most myself when I…

· To be true to myself, I will…

· I wish I had…

· I plan to accomplish this long-term goal by…

· When I am jealous I…

· When I am disappointed I…

· I was afraid so I…

· A perfect day would be…

Inner Self/Outer Self/Appearance

· You can’t tell by looking at me…

· I appear to be…

· You can’t change________about me because…

· I choose to be…

· Let me tell you why on the outside I am_________while on the inside I am______

· What I really wish people knew about me is…

· I’m scared to write about…

· When I am feeling negative I…

· When I am joyful I…

· There is nothing like a….

· When I failed at ________________ I felt ________________, but I…

Family/Culture/Home

· My people are…

· I come from…

· To tell you the truth, my family is…

· In my culture or family, I am expected to…

· People might not understand me or my background because in my culture…

· I felt most at home when…

· My home is like___________,but I feel most at home…

· You can’t tell by looking at me that I have more than one: ________(culture, ethnicity, nationality, home, family).  

· When it all comes down to it I am…

· I made/make a difference for my family when…

· A family tradition that I am proud of is…

· I am excited to go home when…

· In my family we…

Community/Friends/Group Membership

· I made a difference for someone when…

· In order to fit-in, I admit I…

· Despite what they said or did, I chose to…

· To tell you the truth, I didn’t want to be a part of…

· If I could have, I would have stood up for…

· I belong with…

· I misjudged someone when…

· I had to forgive someone or ask for forgiveness when… 

· When I am having a hard time or am in need I…

· I am so glad I met _______________ because he/she change my perspective on…

